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For more information, please contact:  

APC Secretariat 
Rm. 23, 2/F, 35 Visayas Avenue, Quezon City, 
Philippines 

E-mail: apc_secretariat@yahoo.com and 
roda_g04@yahoo.com  
Telephone: +632-3793083 
Website: www.asianpeasant.org  
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Background 
At the height of global financial crisis, state terrorism and 
widespread land grabbing of huge tracts of agricultural 
land in poor Asian and African nations, the militant Asian 
Peasant Coalition (APC) and International League of 
Peoples’ Struggle (ILPS) Commission 6 kicked-off a 
“Five--month Asia-wide Peasants’ Caravan for Land 
and Livelihood” that will commence on July 21 to 
November 2009 in ten countries in Asia such as 
Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mongolia, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Philippines, Thailand and Sri Lanka.  The 
theme of the Peasants’ Caravan is “Stop Global Land 
Grabbing! Struggle for Genuine Agrarian Reform and 
Peoples’ Food Sovereignty.” 
 
Situation of Asian agriculture  
Approximately 365 million people in Asia 
derive their livelihoods from land. 
Unfortunately, landlessness in Asia is 
intensifying at an alarming rate over the last 
ten years, owing to the greater degree of 
integration of Asian countries with the global market, and 
increasing demands for land by big corporate interests. 
According to a study, landlessness among peasants is 
very high in South Asia, e.g. 49.6% in Bangladesh, 22% 
in India, 10% in Nepal and almost 75% in Pakistan — 
and the trend of landlessness is growing.  
 
Landlessness is contributing to poverty and hunger and 
most Asians lived on less than $1 a day.  Moreover, the 
majority of the farmers do not own the lands they till and 
are bound by feudal and semi-feudal relations of 
exploitation as tenants, farm workers, or lease-holders.  
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In the Philippines, more than 7 out of 10 farmers do not 
own the land they till.  
 
The sufferings of the poor peasants in Asia have 
worsened due to neo-liberal policy changes like reduction 
in subsidies in food, agriculture and social sectors as part 
of SAPs; TRIPS and IPR policies in favor of TNCs; 
increasing integration of 
agriculture under the World 
Trade Organization’s 
(WTO)/Agreement on 
Agriculture (AOA); large-
scale corporatization of 
agriculture; and other neo-
liberal conditions. The 
agrarian reform agenda has 
taken a back seat in the 
new policy regime. Indeed, 
land reform measures have 
been replaced by measures 
of Compulsory Acquisition 
of Land (CAL) in the name 
of ‘development’ and 
‘industrialization’. Special 
Economic Zones (SEZs), 
due to their high demand for 
land, has emerged as the 
single largest threat to the 
livelihoods of peasants in 
Asia.  
 
Indeed, the institutions of imperialist globalization like the 
IMF, the World Bank, and ADB, are openly conniving as 
they share the same interests.  
 
 
 
 
 

Land Grabbing in Asia  

CAMBODIA:   
Land being leased by Kuwait for rice 
(in negotiations)  
100,000ha rubber plantation 
secured by Vietnam  
LAOS:   
100,000ha rubber plantation 
secured by Vietnam  
PHILIPPINES:  
10,000ha for agro-fishery secured 
by Bahrain  
100,000ha for Qatar  
1.24 million hectares for an unknown 
company in China (on hold)  
INDONESIA:  
500,000ha, a $4.3 billion rice 
investment, secured by Bin Laden 
Group of Saudi Arabia (on hold)  
CHINA:   
10 poultry farms worth $300 million 
and pig farms for $250-300 million 
purchased by Goldman Sachs of 
USA 
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The Philippine counterpart event  on July 25 will be 
organized by the biggest and militant rural groups such 
as the Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP), 
PAMALAKAYA (National Federation of Small Fisherfolk 
Organizations in the Philippines), 
AMIHAN (National Federation of 
Peasant Women) and UMA (National 
Union of Agricultural Workers). It will 
coincide with the 24th founding 
anniversary of KMP to be held in a 
peasant community in Bulacan (in 
Central Luzon) to be participated by 
300 people. After the morning event, 
the participants will join the “Southern 
Tagalog Rural Peoples’ Caravan 
against Charter Change and Gloria 
Macapagal Arroyo” led by BAYAN (New Patriotic 
Alliance)-Southern Tagalog in Mendiola (near 
Presidential Palace in Manila) in the afternoon with at 
least 1,000 people.   
 
The Mongolia counterpart event  is on October 16 to be 
organized by Foundation of Agricultural Development 
(FAD and Centre for Human Rights and Development 
(CHRD). Counterpart events in other countries such as 
Bangladesh, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Nepal, and 
Pakistan will take place from August to October while the 
peasants’ caravan will culminate in India   on 
November 2009. 
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Asia-wide Peasants’ Caravan for Land and Livelihood  

APC recognized the importance of 
further strengthening its ranks to 
fortify its struggle for genuine 
agrarian reform. The increasing 
number of peasants fighting for 
genuine agrarian reform will 
continue its fight as the number of 
peasants who militantly struggle for 

victory increases.  
 
These inspire APC to launch 5-month “Asia-wide 
Peasants’ Caravan for Land and Livelihood”  that will 
kicked-off in the Sri Lanka on July 21, 2009. The regional 
launch Sri Lanka will be organized by MONLAR, National 
Farmers Assembly and Vikalpani.  The caravan is 
sponsored by APC and International League of Peoples’ 
Struggle (ILPS) Commission 6. 
 
Objectives: 
o To send Asian peasants’ strong message to “Stop 

Global Land Grabbing. Struggle for Genuine 
Agrarian Reform and Peoples’ Food 
Sovereignty”;  

·  To popularize peasant victories and success stories 
in its struggle for genuine land reform that will inspire 
other Asian peasants; and 

·  To strongly link the struggle of the peasants for 
genuine agrarian reform to the struggle for genuine 
freedom and peoples’ food sovereignty.  

 
 
Conduct and Activities  
The regional launch on July 21 in Sri Lanka will be 
organized by MONLAR, National Farmers Assembly and 
Vikalpani. Danilo Ramos, APC secretary general will 
attend the event.  
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The imperialist camp headed by the United States also 
utilizes regional trade formations like APEC, NAFTA and 
CAFTA to ensure and continue their dominance over the 
world's economy for super profits at the expense of 
exploited peasants, farm workers, agricultural workers, 
peasant women, fisher folk and other rural producers 
across the globe. The failure of the Doha Round and the 
stalled 6th WTO Ministerial Meeting in Hong Kong in 2005 
prompted US and other centers of world capitalism to 
pursue bilateral talks in the form of free trade agreements 
(FTAs) as well as the ‘Aid for Trade’ which was meant to 
be a complement to the Doha Agenda. Worst, WTO 
claims that the Doha is a “solution” to the food and 
financial crisis, when in fact it will exacerbate these 
crises.  
 
Global land grabbing 
The trend in global land grabbing is in its highest stage. 
According to GRAIN, one of the biggest deals, South 
Korea’s Daewoo Logistics said in November 2008 it 
would invest about $6.0 billion to develop 3.2 million 
acres (1.3 million hectares) in Madagascar — almost half 
the size of Belgium. 
Daewoo plans to produce 
four million tonnes of corn 
and 500,000 tonnes of 
palm oil a year, most of 
which will be shipped out 
of impoverished 
Madagascar — where the 
United Nations World 
Food Program (UN-WFP) 
still provides food relief. 
 
In Cambodia, where the UN-WFP also supplies aid, oil-
rich Kuwait in August 2008 granted a $546-million loan in 
return for crop production.  
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Undersecretary of State Suos Yara said Cambodia was 
also in talks with Qatar, South Korea, the Philippines and 
Indonesia over agricultural investments including land 
concessions which they can get at least $3.0 billion.”  
 
In the Philippines, there is a $1 billion ‘food security’ 
program of Philippine beverage and food conglomerate 
San Miguel Corporation and Malaysia’s Kuok Group that 
will ‘develop’ one million hectares of lands for ‘agricultural 
production’ in Luzon and Mindanao The Department of 
Agriculture (DA) and the state-owned Philippine 
Agricultural Development and Commercial Corporation 
(PADCC), will oversee the implementation of the project 
“Feeding the Future”. 

In Orissa, India, there is a large 
scale acquisition of hundreds of 
thousands of hectares of 
agricultural land; either for 
building mega projects, or for 
setting up Special Economic 
Zones - to serve the local and/or 

transnational corporations (TNCs). Large scale 
resistance of peasants and tribal people are breaking up 
all over India, often met with severe state repression.  
 
Evictions and repressions 
In Cambodia, forced evictions, mostly to build hotels and 
high-end apartments, have been a problem since the UN 
peacekeeping force left in 1993. Adhoc, the Cambodian 
human rights watchdog, estimates 50,000 people were 
evicted to make way for development projects in 2006 
and 2007 alone.  
 
In Sri Lanka, the ravage of the prevailing war has 
displaced peasant and fishing communities and 
jeopardized their livelihoods; war has rendered 400 
thousand war widows and orphans homeless and 
deprived children of education and other basic rights, 
especially in the northern and eastern parts. 
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In Nepal, the peasants led by ANPFa have a very 
important role in bringing back the democracy in the 
country and the toppling of military take-over of the 
government by King Gyanendra in February 2005.   
On April 17, ANPFa hosted the regional launching of the 
“Year of Rice Action (YORA) against the International 
Rice Research Institute (IRRI).” APC members in 
Malaysia, India, Indonesia, Philippines, Sri Lanka, 
Pakistan, and Nepal are part of the YORA events which 
will culminate in April 2010. 
 
In Indonesia, AGRA is at the forefront of the struggle for 
genuine independence and 
builds a democratic society as 
the only means to improve their 
life. AGRA believes that 
genuine land reform in the 
countryside and the 
nationalization of industries in 
the urban areas has to be 
implemented to achieve this 
goal.  
 
Recently, it hosted the “Week-long Peoples’ Action 
against Asian Development Bank (ADB)” that culminated 
in a “Tribunal against ADB.”   
. 
In Malaysia, Tenaganita has been successful in pressing 
the Selangor government to address the importance of 
food production with safety standards and also intends to 
get the youth involved in food production.  Tenaganita 
and PAN AP calls on other state governments that young 
women be given equal share in the land ownership and 
food production.  It is when a woman is involved in food 
production that there is a holistic approach to farming and 
to ensuring food for the whole family.  
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In Bangladesh, BKF continue to occupied 500 acres of 
government’s abandoned lot and distributed it evenly 
among its members.  On 5 April 2009 with Bangladesh 
Kishani Sabha (BKS), they led landless peasants in a big 
gathering in the city of Barisal Division, the southern area 
of the country.  
 
They called for the land distribution of around 5000,000 
acres of Khasland and water bodies across the country 
among the landless peasants and fisher folks  
 
In the Philippines, numerous farmers supported by KMP, 
have been able to resist eviction from their land, to 
reduce land rent or to improve the conditions of the 
agricultural workers such as in 2,000 ha of land in 
Hacienda Luisita in Tarlac; 1,600 ha of land in Hacienda 
Looc in Batangas; 311 ha in Araneta lands in Bulacan; 
400 ha of agricultural lands in Central Mindanao 
University in Bukidnon; the 3,100 ha of lands in Fort 
Magsaysay Military Reservation in Nueva Ecija, among 
others.   
 
Recently, the KMP, Pamalakaya 
(National Federation of Small 
Fisherfolk Organizations of the 
Philippines), AMIHAN (National 
Federation of Peasant Women 
Network) and Union of Agricultural 
Workers (UMA) in the Philippines, 
successfully held a 52-day camped 
out in front of the House of 
Representatives and the 
Department of Agrarian Reform for 
genuine land reform and for the 
passage of House Bill 3059 or 
Genuine Agrarian Reform Bill 
(GARB). 
 

 
5 

Amidst these crises, MONLAR and VIKALPANI appeal 
for restoration of peace, rehabilitation of war victims, 
resumption of children's education and economic and 
social reintegration of the suffering peasant and fishing 
communities.  
 
In Pakistan, the military is usurping and holding land that 
rightfully belongs to the peasants. 
Roots for Equity, demanded that the 
government of Pakistan withdraw 
army from such occupation and that 
the rightful peasants' ownership to 
such land is reestablished and 
proportional representation of women to ownership of 
land must be established. 
 
In Bangladesh, women agricultural workers face the 
problem of unequal wages; exploitation of arable land for 
non-agricultural and commercial purposes is taking place 
and there is a lack of agricultural subsidies. Bangladesh 
Krishok Federation (BKF) and Bangladesh Kishani Sabha 
(BKS) demanded that the government of Bangladesh 
preserve the peasants' agricultural land, stop 
commodification of arable land and ensure equal wages 
for women agricultural workers and peasants. 
 
Nepal faces threats to its agricultural sector in terms of 
production and subsidies, protection of biodiversity and 
seeds, and food security. While Nepalese celebrate 
incorporation of food sovereignty in the Interim 
Constitution, All Nepal Peasants’ Federation (ANPFa) 
strongly call upon the Constitutional Assembly members 
to ensure food sovereignty and right to food as 
fundamental rights of Nepalese people in the new 
constitution.  
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In Mongolia, mining TNCs continue to plunder its reserve 
minerals damaging rivers that sustain herding lands 
affecting largely nomadic herders. Mongolia completely 
overhauled its mining laws and industry regulations due 
to continued liberalization of Mongolia’s economy, 
including an increased role of foreign investment mostly 
invested or owned by the Russian, French, Chinese and 
Canadian companies. 

Food insecurity  
The problem of land grabbing by foreign investors and 
governments, extends well elsewhere in Asia and similar 
examples can be seen, as well as in Africa. Ever since 
high food prices in 2007 and 2008 raised the prospect of 
food insecurity for countries without much farmland, 
Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) have scoured Asia for land. 
 
In Indonesia, according to Alliansi 
Gerakan Reforma Agraria 
(AGRA), small farmers will not 
only displace but it will also have 
serious environmental 
consequences as such 
investments have done here 
given that UAE and Kuwait are leasing land, [they] would 
have no interest in long-term development of the 
farmland they are seeking access to". 
 
In the Philippines, this year, Bahrain secured 10,000ha 
for agro-fishery, Qatar leased 100,000ha, and an 
unknown company from China leased 1.24 million 
hectares, though the deal has been put on hold, 
according to an April 2009 policy briefing by IFPRI. Such 
deals are often done in secret, it says, stopping civil 
society groups from overseeing the terms and defending 
the rights of local farmers. Now the Philippines' food 
insecurity has worsened and the food self-sufficiency is 
almost zero. 
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Peasants Continuing Resistance 
APC which was founded in 2003 has grown after six 
years and its members has collectively gained victories in 
their struggle for genuine land reform and courageously 
confronted human rights abuses against them.  
Our various collective initiatives in our own country are 
our great and historic role and contribution to eventually 
defeat imperialism. 
 
In India, APVVU were able to distribute 160,000 acres of 
government lands in Andra Pradesh State. Ninety 
percent of the appropriated land is distributed to women. 
APVVU also released 18,470 bonded and child labor 
from the landlords over a period of 10 years. Kollathur 
Villagers, supported by Tamil Nadu Dalit Women's 
Movement (TNDWM), obtained one big step forward to 
get justice regarding the problems around an industrial 
aqua farm which is just next to the village when the false 
cases filed by F. Bartholomew, the owner of Chinna 
Aqua, against villagers were acquitted by Justice Shanti 
at the judicial court at Maduranthagam, on 15th Sept 
2007 
 
In Nandigram, West Bengal in India on March 14, 2007, 
more than 14 peasants died and hundreds were 
wounded in a massacre was committed by the 4,000-
member police force under the “Operation Nandigram” 
which was formed to suppress the growing protest of the 
Nandigram farming communities who are fighting against 
the land acquisition for the proposed establishment of the 
US$ 4.2 billion mega-Special Economic Zones (SEZs). 
Social unrests among peasants are also taking place in 
Singur in Hooghly, another district in West Bengal where 
Tata Corporation, a giant Indian motor company, plans to 
build its plant with the support of the West Bengal 
government. 
 


